
























































ht * "THE * of 

se. 

: “NATIONAL, PREACHER. a 
~~ ++0Toagh all Nationa. Mat xy 

a. | No NEW-YORK, NOVEMBER 109, Vou. 1: 

nd , yee as ; ‘ ~ ; Y Sih da ae -4 
we he ee en ae 

nd SERMONS VI’ VII. je 

3 of i ali ol ee 
a By WILLIAM B. SPRAGUE, AM. enti oA 
nt, "WEST SPRINGFIELD, MASS. sin ohie abs 
n0st ; — MEDIATION op CHRIST, THE bag” gf OF THE 

pon mt va : 

|, as 
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N8° We Wo is'he that condemneth? he is Chriat that dled; yeas rather, 
aght that “te risen again; who ia even at the right hand of God; who 
din also maketh intercession for us. lp 
ible. nae Mit 
thet Ir is the genius of Christianity, that it gives a new ahd'noblé ’dited:' 
that tion to the intellectual powers, while it exerts a controlling and sancti-. 
vine fying influence on the heart and life. It does not, indeed,’ change the 
cond original structure of the mind, but it quickens and elevates the faculties, 
hese | by employing them upon objects of the most pure anid exalted ‘chardc- 
hem, § ter... I know not whether the apostle Paul, independently of divine 
sting . § inspiration, was more indebted to the original fertility and grandeur of 

1 this his intellect, or to the all-inspiring influence of the subjects he discusses, 
lemn, | for the majesty. which pervades the chapter from’ which” my text is 
sly of ff takem: but certain it is, that inspiration itselfican hardly farnish’’n’ 

t one parallel to the sublimity with which the argument is here conducted: 
avour It is the mighty march of a mind acting in all the dignity of independent 
oever greatness, and fired and clousted ~ a principle no less commanding <9 





No.6. é 


gi - 
; ane 
'' 


8 /igTHE NATIONAL PREACHER. [Nov. 


than the love of Jesus. The point which the apostle is here immedi- 

ately labouring to establish, is the ity of the Gospel 4o::the 
Mosaic dispensation, in the motives whi if furnishes to religiouy purity 
and obedience : and if you attend to the process by which he arrives at 
his, triumphant conclusion, you will perceive that, at each successive 
step, his mind kindles with fresh rapture, and seems to be feasting upon 
new-discovered glories. After glancing at some of the most prominent 
peculiarities of the Gospel, all of which strikingly illustrate the happy 
condition of the Christian, he closes this part of his discourse with a 
magnificent climax, , which, mingles, the, power; of a comprehensive 
genius, the glow of an exquisite sensibility, the triumph of an elevated 
faith, and the majesty of divine inspiration ;— Who shall lay any thing 
to the charge of ‘God's! elect? It ie God! that justifieth: Who ts 
he that condemneth? It ia Chriat that died; «yea, rather, that is risen 
again; who is even at the right hand of God ; who also maketh inter- 
cession for us. Who shall separate us from the love of Christ? Shall 
tribulation, or, distress, or \persecution; or famine. of nakedness, or 
peril, or sword? As itiis written, forthy sake'we are killed allthe day 
long : we are accounted as sheep for the slaughter. Nay, in all these 
things we are more than conquerors, through Him that loved us. For 
Iam persuaded, that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor principali- 
ties, nor powers, nor things present, nor things to come, nor 

nor depth; nor any other creature, shall bé able to separate us from the 
lote'of. God, whichis in'Christ Jesus our Lord. * * 


‘It is the object of the following discourses, To ConsIDER THE SEVERAL 
ae OF THR MEDIATORIAL WORK OF CHRIST, As SXHTSTTED IN THE 
; AND THEIR INFLUENCE IN SECURING) THE FINAL TRIUMPH oF 

THE vegprtnotan 


L.. We will follow the order suggested by orvenaredan and endeavour, 
first, to exhibit4 BRIEF VIEW.OF THE MEDIATION OF remomneatpt _— 

ale ‘And, here, theifiest Step deat babii jsiliiian? entanlieta “ 
the personage by,whom the mediatorial office is sustiinéd: “Tt is 
Curran that'died. . On’ this point, our inquiry shall simply be, ‘Whar 
saith the Soripture? 


To colleet all that. is said ef this wonderful personage, would be to 
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recite a large portion of the prophetical and historical parts of Revela- 
tion. ;We.ecan only glance at afew prominent passages. »‘The prophet 
Isaigh describes the character ofp Christ by these. remarkable: appella- 
tions; And Ais name shall be called Wonderful, Counsellor, ‘the 
Mighty God, the Everlasting Father, the Prince of peace. \\n thie forty- 
fifth, psalm, the -same exalted ,person, (as we are informed ‘by ‘the 
apostle Paul,) is addressed by the Psalmist imithese words :- Thy throne, 
O God, is for ever.and ever: a sceptre of righteousness is the sceptre 
of thy kingdom. Paul has declared him to be God) over all blessed 
Sor.ever :. andagain, the same apostle has said,:that by him all things 
were created, that are in heaven, and that. are in earth, visible and in- 
visible, whether they:be thrones, or dominions. or principalities, or 
powers, all things were created by Him, and ‘for Him. Says:\the 
apostle John, who was permitted to behold the unveiled glories: of 
God; Every creature which is in heaven, iand onthe earth, and such as 
are\in the eea, and all that are in them, heard I saying, Blessing, and 
honor, and glory,and power, be unto Him that sitteth wpon'the throne, 
and, unto ithe Lamb, for ever andiever. And the same apostle ‘has 
elsewhere said, In the beginning was the Word;\and the Word waewith 
God, and the Word was God. And finally, in the revelation by St. 
John, Jesus Christ says of himself, Jam Alpha and Omega, the /Begin- 
ning and the End, which is, and which was, cmd: which te tocome, 
the Almighty. And elsewhere, I am the First, and the Last; I am 
He that liveth, aud was dead, and behold, pra me a yf SO 
hane the keys of hell and of death. 


But the passages of which those now recited are a specimens: only 
give-a partial view of the character of @hrist. “dts \the veryisame 
person who is characterized. by the following déstription: > Fle! whall 
grow wp before Him.as a tender ‘plant, anid .av oa) root ‘out of cacdry 
ground:  Heéihathnoiform nor cémeliness ;Hlowas despisid. and rei 
jeoted of :anen. He was wounded for our transgressions, (Ble wa 
bruised for our iniquitics ; He was oppressed and Be itws afflicted; afht 
He opened not his mouth. He was taken frompriton and fromaulgy 
nent, anil. who: shall deviare tis-generation? © For Tlewas' eut off oat 
of the land of the living ; aniihie grave was. aphoinveil with the wicked; 
but with the rich man was his tomb, though he had.idone we vtolenoe, 
neither was deceit found in t his weet. 


2 Ite cmos faewWdO fios 3 tedt jodi levearve ont ciao 107 





' 


04 ‘“THE NATIONAL PREACHER. [Nor. 


The former part of this wondetful character was displayed during the 
patriarchal and Mosaic dispensations, in all the intercourse which He 
held with his people as the Angel off@ie covenant; but the latter part 
was never disclosed, till He assumed our nature and came to dwell 
upon the earth. But amidst all his humiliation, the glory which He 
had with the Father before the world was, was only partially obscured. 
It was the Sun shining through an eclipse. An-angel from heaven 
foretold his birth; and a choir of angels announced to the world his 
advent, At his command, the sightless eyeball received the power of 
vision, and the tongue of the dumb man was loosed ; the withered limbs of 
the paralytic resumed their office ; the victim of leprosy escaped from 
his loathsomeness, and:walked abroad in all the bloom and vigor of 
health: the iron-bound slumbers of the dead were broken up ; the 
raging of the winds and the waves was composed ; and even while He 
hung upon the cross, nature testified to his Divinity by a mighty con- 
vulsion. It is hardly necessary to say, at the close of this brief recital, 
that his character stands alone in the annals of the universe. Search 
through the heavens and the earth, and you will find nothing with 
which it admits of comparison. 


2. Next to the character of Christ, our text leads us to notice his 
prath. It is Christ that died. 


I donot deny that purposes were answered in the Divine administra- 
tion, by the death of Christ, which have never yet been revealed to us ; 
purposes, it may be, even more magnificent than those which relate to 
our own redemption.' There may be other worlds than ours within the 
dominions of Jehovah, where a spirit of rebellion has been manifested, 
and the benefits of Christ’s death enjoyed. And there may be other 

"worlds still, where the inhabitants have never violated their allegiance 
to their Almighty Sovereign, in which the revelation of this wonderful 
fact may serve as a mirror to reflect the brightest of the. divine glories. 
But it is not with other parts of the system that we are so immediately 
concerned. The death of Christ, for aught we know, may exert an 
influence of some kind or other, wherever there are intelligent beings; 
but in respect to ourselves, and the world to which we raat there is © 
no room for doubt. 


Not only the general fact that the death of Christ procures our salva«: 
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tion, but something of the manner in which it operates to the accom- 
plishment of this end, is made the subject of distinct revelation. Christ 
hath redeemed us from the curse@f the law, says the apostie, being made 
acurse forus. Notthat the substitution was in every respect literal and 
exact: that would have been inconsistent with the perfectly holy character 
of the Son of God : but the sufferings of Christ had such a relation to the 
divine law, as completely to answer the purposes of God in the punishment 
of sin, and thus to constitute a proper ground of deliverance from the 

_eurse. In the cross of Christ, therefore, the claims of Divine justice are so 
answered,—the majesty of the Divine law is so maintained,—that God 
‘can now be just, and yet the justifier of him that believeth. Accord- 
ingly, it is agreeable to the uniform tenor of Scripture, that we are re. 
deemed by the blood of Christ ; and that faith in Him as an atoning sa- 
crifice, is one of the grand conditions of salvation. 


Here, brethren, if I mistake not, is the hinge, on which the whole 
system of Christianity turns. It is the death of Christ, as a propitiation 
for the sins of the world, which gives the gospel its chief value, asa 
religion for sinners. ‘Tell me not that He died merely to set:anex- 
ample of pious suffering, or to substantiate his claim as an ambassador 
ef God. Ido not deny that these were subordinate ends of his death ; 
but compared with the grand object for which He suffered, they are 
enly as the feeble glimmering of the glow-worm, to the condensed 
brightness of the noon-dfy sun. By limiting the influence of Christ’s 
death to his example, you not only set all our immortal hopes afloat, and 
blot out the glory of the Gospel, but. you reflect upon the character of 
God, by imputing to him the weakness of incurring an amazing expense, 
without any sufficient end. Believe it, who will, that He who was the 
Brightness of the Father's glory, and who made all things by the word 
of his power, condescended to assume our nature, and die upon the 
cross, merely to exhibit to the world the faith and constancy of a martyr ! 


3. But you will ask, if Christ died to make satisfaction for, the sing of 
men, what evidence is there that his atonement has been accepted of 
God? I answer, thirdly, there js complete evidence in the fact of his 
REesuRRECTION. .The apostle adds, Yea, rather, that is.risen again... 


The death of Christ, as we haye seen, was’ the ransom which was 
paid for our redemption ; but it is his resurrection alone, which renders 
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our faith in his blood a rational act. If He had never come back. frow 
the grave, we might have been attracted by the lustre of his example, 
end had our sympathies awakened fy the story of bis death, but it 
would have been delusion to have expected redemption by his bleod. 
But when He came in triumph from the tomb, the scandal and ignomi- 
ny of the cross were wiped away ; and in the power and glory of His 
resurrection, we may consider God as setting his sea} to the efficacy of 
his atonement. When Jesus bowed his head, and gave up the ghost, 
the sentence of condemnation was virtually reversed ; but it was not 
till he:had burst the bands of death, and appeared in the eharacter of'a 
Conqueror, that the believer's justification was fully manifest. ‘For,’ 
as the apostle argues, “if when we were enemics, we were reconciled 
to God bythe death of hie Son, much more, being reconciled, shall we be 
saved by hie life’ ;—that is, by his resurrection to life and giory. 


But our view of this grand triumph over the grave will be too limited, 
unless we.consider it as the pledge of our own resurrection. Jesus 
rose as the Representative of his people ; and the connection is not more 
certain between the vine and the branches, or the head and the members, 
than between His resurrection and that of all his followers. You per- 
ceive, then, on what a firm foundation, this most consoling doctrine of 
owt religion rests, You are not left to deduce ‘it from the subtleties of 
metaphysics, or to collect it from vague and scattered intimations in the 
word of God: nay, you have something more than even a positive pro- 
mise ; for it is identified with the most illustrious fact in the history of 
Christianity. Never were the jeers of infidelity more out of place, 
than when they are directed against this life-giving doctrine ; for, to say 
nothing of its inherent -erenrer erat tor erst npamesk Which 
it Ww beyond the power of wit or reason to gainsay. 


4. The next thing which ‘the apostle notices in reference to the me- 
diatorial work of Christ, is his sxauration : Who is even at the right 
hand of God. ) } 


The phrase, at the right hand of Oe is expressive of thé ve 
dignity and wuthority. In tiking posséssion of the mediatériat throne, 
Christ has acquired a dominion different from that which he held, as the 
Sovereign and original ‘Proprietor of afl things. bid sd a dominion 
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founded on the covenant of redemption, and to continue till the final 
consumination. It: extends to all beings and’all events. It is His‘pro- 
videnee that operates in the’ natural world with an unwearied and un- 
decaying energy. His/hand guides the revolutions of the planets, and’ 
the'destisiies of empires. He setteth up one; and putteth down anoth- 
er, and none can resist his power, or question his- right. The same 
hand és concernéd in directing the most insignificant of human affairs’; 
in controlling even the irrational and inanimate creation. ‘The inséct 
that glitters'm the sun-beam, or the atom that floats upon the breeze, is 
as truly the object of his superintendence, as the convulsidir of # king- 
dom, or the extinction’ of'a world. The principalities and powers of 
Heaven too, the‘shining ranks of angels, the glorious retinue of sera- 
phim, the innumerable company of the redeemed, are all subject to his: 
authority.” The church on earth also looks up to Him as her Lawgiver’ 
and her Head ; and He dispenses:to her, through the ordinances which 
He has established, a Divine influence ; and He hes pledged'the stability 
of his throne for her security'and triumph. Nor do the powers of dark- 
ness; with all their malice and rage, escape from his dominion. A'midst 
all the weeping afd wailing of that world, not a’ pang'of ‘is felt, 
note shriek of horror is uttered, not a vial of wrath is poured out, but it! 
is ih*sothe Way ot other subject ‘to the mediatorial direction of the cyl 
of God. 


‘But the oceision which shalf witness to the most triumphant snd aw- 
ful display'of his authority, will be the general Judgment. Before He’ 
delivers up the kingdom ‘to the Father, all nations shall be assembled 
before’ Him; and He shall separaté the good from the bad, as’ a'shepherd: 
divideth his sheep from the'goats. You may send forth your imagina- 
tid to collet every image of tenderpess'and majesty, of burning ven- 
geance ‘and'midlting compassion, of*unutterable* joy and ‘overwhelminy 
woe, and you will only’have gathered materials for a faint’ déscription of 
this tretnend6usscené. But in this scéne’ Jesus Christ'is to presidé. 
It ia froin His ‘lips that’ the sentence isto proceed, agréexbly to which, 
. you ‘and!’T ‘shal? \pass'off to the right hand or the lef, according’ as it ide 
senterice of ‘acquittal, ‘or a sentence of condemmition. 


5. It is in consequence of the exaltation of Christ, and may bé'con- 
sidered as one grand purpose of his exaltation, that nz mvreRcepEs 


FOR His PEOPLE. The apostle adds, Who also maketh intercession 
Sor ua. 
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This part of Christ’s mediation has particular reference to the sins ot 
his own people ; for, notwithstanding the pardoning mercy of Ged, 
and the renewing influences of the Spirit, have been extended to them, 
they are still, in a greater or less degree, the victims of corruption, 
But He who has promised that they shall be kept by his mighty power 
through faith unto salvation, bas ordained the intercession of Jesus as a 
means by which this important end is to be. secured. In what meriner 
this intercession is carried.on, we are not particularly informed ; but it 
seems probable, from the nature of the case, as well as from some imti- 
mations in scripture, that it is by presenting his human nature, ds an. un- 
ceasing symbol of His labours and sufferings for the church. He_has. 
no need, brethren, in pleading our cause, to make use of many: words ;' 
action is, the most powerful eloquence,. The soldier who has bled in his 
country’s battles, has only to bare his bosom, and show you his wounds,. 
and he makes a much stronger appeal to your heart, than he could by 
the longest and most moving addresses., ;,S$0 our great Intercessor has’ 
only to display the prints of the nails in his hands, and of the spear that 
pierced his body, and how can He fail to be.an all-prevalent Adyocate ¢ 
It is through this part, of His mediatorial office that Christians ere 
preserved from final apostacy, obtain the forgiveness of sins committed. 
after their renovation, and have a reception secured, into the heavenly 
mansions ;—seeing He ever liveth to make intercession for them, |.) * 


How delightful a view of the character of Christ is presented by the fact, 
that in that world of joy whither He has gone, and amidst all the glories 
of his.exaltation, He never for one moment withdraws his gracious re- 


gards, from, those,.worms.of the dust, for whom: he laid: down. his life ; 


that amidst al) their waywardness and wanderings, He, should: manifest: 


his unchangeable love by a oy and all-powerfu] intercession.. ; 


With what gratitude and praise to the Redeemer should we. reflect, that 


every measure of grace gent dowy. cous from the Father of mercies, every , 
visit, we receive, from the Holy Comforter, every well-grounded hope-of 


future and eternal bliss, is in consequence of his. ascension into, heaven, l 


now to appear in the presence of God for us.. Blegsed Jesus! we will 
praise thee: Thou hast ascended on high, thou hast Jed, captivity cap- 
tive ; thou hast received gifts for men ; yea, for the rebellious ey that 
the Lond Gat Sharh ae AR AE 
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SERMON VIL. 


Romans vit. 34. 
. 


Who is he that condemneth? It ie Christ that died; yea, rather, 


that is risen again ; who is even at the right hand of God ; who also 
maketh intercession for us. 


Il. Havine followed the apostle through the several parts of Chirist's 
mediatorial work, we now proceed to consider THEIR INFLUENCE IN 


SECURING THE BELIEVER’S ACQUITTAL AND TRIUMPM. Who is he that 
condemneth ? 


1. The believer hath nothing to fear from EXTERNAL AFFLICTIONS. 

T do not mean that he may expect an exemption from them ; for to 
Teng as he continues in the world, he mast be a sharer in its trials and 
sorrows. Nay, it may be that his very religion, full of consolation’ and 
“hope as it is, may be the means of nerving ageinst him the arm of 
power, and scattering around him the fire-brands of persecution.: But 
do you know that the situation of the Christian, in the very’ darkest 
seenes of adversity, is an enviable situation?’ Do you khow that the* 
arms of everlasting love are beneath that Christian’s soul, and thatthe 
power of Divine grace is pledged for his consolation and deliverance ? 
‘Phat gracious Redeemer, whose blood flowed for his salvation, and 
who has manifested towards him love stronger than death, hears every 
groan, observes every tear, and pours into his heart streams of living 
consolation. Moreover, He has promised that all things shall work to- 
gether for the Christian’s good: not even those afflictions, which:laed- 
rate the heart with agony, are excepted : they are included in that gi- 
cious covenant, which secures to him all the benefits ‘of rédemptibi. 
Oh, what affliction may not be accounted light, when it is. regardet/gs 
an expression of the love of Christ? | Is it not an‘enviable'portibato 
be called to weeping, CRESS eee 


, & le viuy oe 


Mouming Christian, lift up your head and rejoice. | There.is alight 


faintly beaming through that cloud which overshadows you, whieh..wil! 
No. 6. 2 
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ere long break forth in all the fulness and splendour of noon-day. At 
ne distant period, you will know that every throb of anguish which you 
feel, had in it the elements of the most pure and enduring joy. Fear 
not to go down to the vety darketi{spot in the vale of adversity. As 
sure as Jesus is faithful to his promises, He will, in due time, redeem 
you out of all your trouble : for what shall separate you from the love 
of Christ? ‘ 
2. The mediation of Christ ensures to the believer a triumph over 
INDWELLING CORRUPTION, and the SUGGESTIONS OF THE ADVERB6ARY. 


There is a.confliet, known only to the Christian, which calls for un- 
ceasing watchfulness, and constitutes the source of his severest trials ; 
insomuch thét it once led.an apostle to exclaim, O wretched men that 
~ Iam; who shall deliver me from the body of this death? . lt regults 
from the partial and occasional prevalence of sin in a soul, which has 
acquired:a prevailing relish for. holiness. This enemy of God and 
. man, now appearing in the form of worldly-mindedness, and now in the 
grotser garb of sensual affection, the Christian cannot find it in his 
‘ heaet:deliberately to tolerate ; but where is the Christian who will not 
‘testify, that as often as he bas succeeded im gaining 4 victory ever this 
internal foe, 20 often it has returned upon him, and demanded all the 
vigor of fresh opposition ? Do you sometimes yield to the desponding 
thought, that this war within will ultimately terminate in favour of your 
* enemy ? Never. fear that, Christian. . Before such an event can take 
place, the pillars of the mediatorial kingdom must fall, the intercession 
of Jesus must prove ineflectual, and the grand purposes of his exalte- 
tion be defeated. Do you sometimes tremble, lest the insidious attacks 
of the adversary should succeed, and in spite of all your vigilance, and 
all. yous activity, you should finally fall a victim to his wiles? Tremble 
-you mey for your own weakness ; but it is unworthy of a soul that has 
been washed in redeeming bleod, and has the gracious assistance of the 
Spirit made sure to him, to shudder at the approach of any enemy. 
pidt, and every movement of the adversary against you; and He has 
get hounds to his career of temptation which he can never pass, Great 
and formidable as this enemy is, there is One greater than he ; One who 
Was acquired a glorious triumph over the powers of darkness, which 
their’ combined energies can never reverse ; One who has take you. 
into Ris own family, and identified your interest with the interest: 
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of his kingdom. Were it possible for thejadversary to pluck you 
out ofthe Redeemer’s hands, he would gain a victory which would 
kindle a smile of malignant exultation on the countenance of every fiend 
in hell ; for he would have succeeded in overturning the whole fabric of 
Christ's mediation, and basrblihiny © tieretet denpletiow tideugivalltee 
dominions of Jehovah. ; 


3. The believer, in consequence of the mediation of Christ, gains a 
triumph over pzaTu. 


I am not here going to dispute the fact, that death is a relentless and 
terrible enemy : and if any one is so intreneched in the carelessness of 
a worldly mind, or the hardihood of philosophical unbelief, as to ques- 
tion this fact, I would bid him correct his error, ‘by @ visit- to that 
bed-side, where the conflict with this enemy is actually going forwerd. 
Let him go, at that awful moment, when the distance between time and 
eternity is contracted to a point ; when the objects of the two worlds 
meet and mingle in the twilight of life. ‘Let him watch the fading ‘ex- 
pression of that sinking eye ; and wipe the cold demps of déath from 
that pale and fallon cheek ; and listen to that awful groam which i#the 
signal of a departing spirit. Let him count the fluttering pulse; fill ‘he 
can count no longer ; and then let him gaze upon that crazy, dissolv. 
ing tabernacle, and think that the soul is gone! If he be not a monster, 
instead of a man, he is now cured of his insensibility to’the terrors of 
death. Laugh at the approach of this king of terrors, if you 'will,but 
let not human nature stand charged with the awful outrage : rather-con- 
feas that you have put off the character of a man, and ‘pat on that'of a 


Bat notwithstanding death is, in itself, an event so terrible, so'xppall- 
ing to the courage of the stoutéest heart, charge'me not with ificonsis- 
tency, if I say that the Christian may reasgnébly rise above ‘its’ terrors. 
I do not meen that nature, even in the Christian, will ‘not pay her tite 
of dread to this formidable enemy ; and doubtless there ‘are*custs, in 
which, for wise purposes, a fill share of religious consolation not 
granted, while in the immediate conffict. Bit I metn ‘that~evéry he- 
fiever in Jeous has a just and legitimate ground for trutmph: “I mean, 
Christians, thet He whom you adore as your Redeemer! aid your Head, 
has been down into the dark dominions of Death, and encounteréd the 
monster, and taken away his sting; and that in virtue of your umion, 
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to Him, you have a share in the benefits of this glorious victory. . Avoid 
passing through the dark valley, you cannot: it is the only passage 
from this world toheaven: But even there, where nothing but gloom 
thickens upon the sinner,—where no sounds but those of vengeance, 
strike upon his ear;—you may walk in the light of the Divine counte- 
nance, and be charmed by the music of attending angels. The grave 
may seem to you a cold and dark habitation ; but as sure as Jesus has 
risen, the iron-bands which confine you there, will ere long break ; and 
that mouldering body will come forth in purity and splendour, to consti- 
tute a part of your Redeemer’s triumph. 


uA» Lwillonly add, fourthly, that the triumph of the Christian, in vir- 
tue of the mediation of Christ, extends to ALL THE POWERS OF DARK- 
NESS: Even with respect to hell itself, and all the enemies which it em- 
bosoms, he may ask in the language of triumph, Who is he that con- 
demneth ? 


If there be any ground for a final triumph of those malignant spirits 
over the Christian, it must be, either because his admission to heaven 
would involve a reflection upon, the justice of God, or because his cha- 
racter would be offensive to Infinite Holiness. But neither of these is 
the fact. The atonement of Christ which was made on his behalf, and 
in which he trusts, has satisfied every claim which justice could urge : 
the Spirit of Christ in his sanctifying operations, ultimately removes 
every. vestige of pollution ; and the intercession of Christ is ever pre- 
valent,for his perseverance in the way toheaven. If then, the powers 
of darkness ever gain possession of his soul, (with reverence be it spo- 
ken,) it must prove the redeeming blood and renewing grace of Christ to 
be inefficacious ; and he must finally have an opposite destination from 
that for which all Heaven has been interested to prepare him.. Here, 
Christian, is the crowning part of your victory. And remember, that 
your, Redeemer’s mediation not only shuts the door of hell,—but it opens 
the gate of heaven. You are not only delivered from the pgwer of every 
enemy, but you are put in possession of a glorious inheritance... All 
things are yours. Justly, therefore, may you exclaim, under the pres- 
sure of affliction, in your conflict with yourself, amid the agonies of 
death, and when your immortal soul, escaping the vigilance of .ma- 
lignant spirits, passes the threshold of the world of glory,—justly may 
yeu exclaim, Who is he that condemneth? It ie Christ that died ; 
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yea, vather, that is risen again ; easels el 
pt Om RRR kept 40g nO vil to mesozt 


On a seview a6 Yale subject, we Pol fost, what, comettee, the 

diatinctice character, and the essential glory of the Gompehed at vlilits 
33 to 

All the false systems of religion whieh have existed in, sid, 
whether they have been professedly opposed to the Bible, of 
edly drawn from it—have entirely mistaken the exigencies. of, Pa 
nature, and of course, have utterly Pee paranetent to provide 
for them.. They have laid “ the flgttering unction’’, tolhuman, pride;/by. 
denying the existence of any deep moral disorder in the heart, and the 
necessity of any supernatural remedy. And when reason .and,c@nmt 
science have, for a season, prevailed, and given the lie to, thia view of 
man’s character and condition, and waked up the gloomy\sppreben 
sions of nature in the sinner’s bosom; Oh, how has he listened.in. vein 
for some voice which should speak to him in accents of forgiveness! 
But no such deceitful dealing is chargeable upon the. Gospel. .;,Jn, dlis- 
tinction from every other system of religion, it-reveals to ganithe 
naked exigencies of his condition, and speaks plainly to him ofthe 
terrors of the wrath of God. And having dealt thus honestly, it pro- 
ceeds to disclose to him the mediation of Jesus Christ; in.virtue of 
which, it bids him rise up from the bed of spiritual death, and walk 
abroad in ‘all the peace, and joy, and: dignity‘of.am heir of hedten. 
Here then, I repeat, is the distinctive feature of Christianity’, cind every 
system of religion in which this feature is not’ found4«whatever ‘idlse it 
may be— is not Gospel. It may: assume the: name}! :anducksing:the 
honor ; but with that which constitutes its life: and. power, it lidsono 
communion. vel od} lo oarooed Mia Séibe 
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ausb ebhdes taclaantebeil Cuhabieainenstes qureitiaigiamabianin 
of the Gospel, so also it imparts to:it its chief glory.\:Admitithat Jesus 
Christ died as an atoning sacrifice, and rose as the \firkt fritite of thein 
that slept, and that he now lives in heaven as a prevailing: Idtepeesser’; 
in other words, admit the scriptural view of his! médigtion;) abdedbebe 
enough in the gospel to. justify all: the interest which:it has exei(ed, 
whether on earth or in heaven. T wonder not:tht the'sinnery tusdeniéd 
with pollution, and harrowed with guilt, betakes himself to it as his last 
and-only refuge. Cape net eine een Car anes 
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miséertqnes thicken, should press the gospel to his bosom, and find a 
stream of living consolation pouring in upon his desolate heart. I ssn 
at no loss to account for the fact, that the gospel exerts such a 
sustaining influence in the valley of death; thet the falling of the 
egrthly tabernacle is so often attended by 2 shout of vietory over the 
king of terrors. And when I pen the volume of inspiration, I am not 
sutptised to find how much the gospel awakens the interest, and en- 
| gliged” the’ scrutiny of angels; or in whet strains of admiration and 
cethicy, its praises are celebrated by all the inhabitants of heaven. 
But if you blot ottt this bright feature of Christianity, or if, while you 
<dlt Olirist, Mediator, you virtually disown him in that charaeter; by 
denying the atoning efficacy of his death, I know not what there is 
Nh guagll edbrds csbentier et dn evened on eaves or 
0 jastify the ‘acclamations of the redeemed in heaven. If I really. 
bélieved thet Jesus Christ was only a teacher, 1 should feel that it were 
but moékéry to the tiiseries of a fellow mortal, if I were to direct him 
te thé gospel for consolation ; and though he were to sit down and 
weep his life away in an agony of despeir, 1 should still be obliged, in 
justieéto my own convictions, to tell him that here is no refuge for the 
geile. ro 


2:'We learn from this subject, the dignity of the Christian character. 


"This is the grand distinction im comparison with which every other 
fades ‘nto insignificance. You mey be rich in this world’s goods ; but 
‘wealth is perishable, and in one hoer of unsuccessful enterprise, your 
property ainy all-be given to the winds. You may be loaded with this 
‘workd's honors ; but human applause is capricious and uncertain ; and 
whit will become of the laurels of earthly greatness, when your heed is 
paid in the dust? But the dignity of the Christian depends on none of 
thene ‘frimolous end artificial distinctions, It depends on nothing short 
of dis aninn to the Boe of God; 2 union which is formed by the in- 
fluence of the Holy Spirit, and which seeures to bim ap interest in the 
inesrruptible glories: 9f Christ's mediation. He belongs to that re- 
decined family, which is to act so distinguished a pert on the theatre 
ofenven j and the ages of eternity will only contsibute to brighten 
eee ee fidoni 
ron? aid 2c fi 
‘id ly ditiotaty dare 0ey dilantin the epinicn, think ‘adored 
of the Christian, by the children of the world. By some, he is regard- 
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ed as @.miserable enthusiast ;. by others, as buried in 

gloom. His noble birth, his distinguished friends, his high 

are all overlooked or forgotten. But, take beed, ye whe. pride. your- 
selves upon the distinctions of life, lest the day should come, when 
he will appesr..in triumph, and you in dishonor. In that cottage, 
where poverty and distress reside, which you might think your- 
self dishonored to enter, there lives Z.cqndidate for all the bomprs 
of the New Jerusalem. These be ee emai Se 


exceeding and, eternal 

You may despise him, and shrink, from his epgiety, but angele will 
_Fejeice in it. Jesus.the Mediator will.own him, ap one of his renegmed 
people, and place upon his head a crown of lif, But to what hones 
ean you look forward, who build all your bopes upon the, t.. "Bo 
the honor of @ name which will perish, as sogm.ss.your body. is | 

in the tomb: to the honor of & decorated o ‘a sphondid. funeral, 
a towering monument—it may be, a lying —whieh will tell the 
passing stranger of virtues which were never yours. Andis thie? 


Teach.us; Great God, the pn appear ath 
mon fo in cali Ses . 


ipged: 
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a ol el ae 
glorious inheritance? What hast thou done to entitle thee ta the high 
privileges of a child of God? Thou ast a creature of yesterdanera 
worm of the dust; and till lately.thou wert. child of wrath, apd a 

rebel against Jehovah. And such thou wouldst always have, beem, had 
it not been for the power of redeeming, grace. Yes, Christian,.Je 
who brought you up out of the horrible pit and miry clay, and set your 
feet upon a rock, and established your goings, and hath puta new song 
in your mouth, and hath sustained and shielded you ever sipce by the 
arm of his power,—he is your covenant God and Redeemer... Whese- 
fore, when you praise Him, forget not to sbase yourself. Whom: you 
have the brightest view of the riches of divine grace in, your, sedemnp- 
tion; when faith mounts up nearest to the Redeemer’s throne, and 
dwells with most intense delight upon his glories, and-anticipates, with 
firmest assurance, a residence in his kingdom—then does it Become 
you to bend with deepest humility in token of your unwerthingss; and 
if you ever mingle your voice with the voices of the redeemed, you will 
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goers vm ort and thankegiving to the 
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‘glory of the gospel.” But the gospel is 
Soke 

and purposes of God, which, so far'as we know, has ever 

been muide 10 the universe. Unbelief, therefore, must involve *ag- 


ana as you neltheriny the divinity 
sy a gpm hg Fellow 

<ensalndss” Believe me, there ia a practical unbelief, 
pert i jeontempt upoh thé ihediation of Christ, as 
fos Scorer + If tiie more of the extéhhal ap- 
pars icon nn Se for while 

the truth-and iportatice of ‘the gospel, it acte’ as 

ae ae en ee nae And I will tell 
you the marks of this unbelief, that you may know how to detect its 


ee. ea ae and has no’doubt con- 
ducted multitudes to perdition, who had never doubted that they were 


ona Wey ry. “ff then, ‘You do'pot love the commandments of 
y approve of his ehafacter ; if you shrink from that 
denial which the 1 ive yourself up to the'con- 
me ‘with’ a decent exttior, 
, iad toncern for the finer iaiair OF fHie-heart ; or if you are ‘sunk 
, ddvet a fe and forgetful 
ee ae of prfyer you liave the most ‘dlarming 
symptoms of an of inbélief.”” Let no one think “that ‘the 
omniscient eye Wilk tok peistiesa tO tke Gtghidd of apoio wnrrent 
creeds’ or # credible profession. That eye: will search to the very 
bottotit‘of the ‘heart ; and will dart’ lightning into every soul that puts 
on the exterior of a Christian, ‘and yet does not cordially embrace the 
Saviour, Beware, then, of the spirit’of unbelief. However little it 
may be fégarded by the world, or however deép it may lie buried in 
thé Wart, it contains the elements of a tremendous curse; for He 
whose decisions are itroversible, hath See, He that believeth ot 
shall be damned. 





